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Introduction

AlphaUser Points - API integration in a Third party component (advanced)

This documentation is priorly dedicated to devets@nd anyone with a sufficient knowledge
of PHP language and Joomla! components development.

Licence: AlphaUserPoints is released under liceGd8J/GPL License

Author: Bernard Gilly — This project started current sum2@08.
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Plugin creation

A plugin creation (new rule creation for a 3rd gasdmponent) is done in 2 steps.

Stepl - APl insertion in a component

Just insert the following API in the component cadeere needed. The best is to make it
follow a user action that could give the users spuiats or take some.

For example : in a comment system component orfanuan, just add the API after the
comment or topic INSERT query in the database.

Basic API

$api_ AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alpirserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))
{

require_once ($api_AUP);

AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints( ‘function_mae');

}

function_name is the name of the rule that willised to attribute points to the current user
(if logged in). For each AlphaUserPoints integratélé (system rules), names syntax is as
follows:

examplesysplgaup_newregisterddr new users points attribution

It is convenient to keep the same name syntaxhfad party components plugin as follows:
plgaup_functionname

Example:plgaup_newcommewt plgaup_newtopi¢or a comment system or forum API
integration. To name a rule that would give poimten adding a new topic in Kunena:

plgaup_kunena_topic_create

Keep in mind that this method only gives pointsh® current user logged in. This is the
Basic API.

Attribute points to another user

To give points to anothe user than the one condeotdy the user id is required. To get his
AlphaUserPoints (AUPID) Identity, we just need seuhe getAnyUserReferrelD(). This
method is the one used to give points to an ardisteor when the article is being read by
someone on the site.



$api_AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alplserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))
{
require_once ($api_AUP);
$aupid = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getAnyUserRefe D( $userID );
if ( $aupid ) AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoir(t§unction_name', $aupid );
}

Prevent from attributing points more than once for the same action

To avoid that a user would get points many timesémnething allready done, we can add a
reference key. When calling the AlphaUserPointsklelpewpoints function, a pre check is
done on this reference key. This method is uselddmule where a user reading an article
would give points to the author.

$api_AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alpiserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))

{

require_once ($api_AUP);

$keyreference = AlphaUserPointsHelpeuillKeyreference(‘function_name’, ‘item
id");

AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints( 'funci_name', ", $keyreference);
}

Adding information datas

To add information datas to be displayed in theadtetails, just add a new parameter as
follows:

$api_ AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alpirserpoints’.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))
{
require_once ($api_AUP);
$keyreference = AlphaUserPointsHelper::buildKeyeeénce(‘function_name’, ‘item id’);
AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints( function_name'$keyreference,'information_datas";

}

Using different amounts of points on the same rule

A component might also need to add or to take pdortdifferent amounts. For example,
when buying goods with points. Products have difepeices, a fixed amount in the rule
would'nt make it. The API $randompoints parametenes instead of the amount of points
set in the rule. It can be negative in case oflpages or penalities.



$api_AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alplserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))

{

require_once ($api_AUP);

$keyreference = AlphaUserPointsHelper::buildKeyreéace(‘function_name’, ‘item id’);
AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints( ‘function_name", $keyreference, ", -1450);

}

Get the result from a successfull operation

In a more advanced code, if the component routasels to know if the operation has been
successfull or not, (enough amount of points fpuechase in a user account), we can add a
'feedback’ parameter. It has a Boolean type value.

Code example:

$api_AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alplserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
if (file_exists($api_AUP))
{
require_once ($api_AUP);
$keyreference=AlphaUserPointsHelper::buildKeyrefaiae(‘plgaup_purchasewithvirtuema
rt', $transactionID );
if (AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints( 'plgaupurchasewithvirtuemart’, ",
$keyreference, 'Product reference: AM-52451290, true))

{
}

[... code continued ...]

Remove the constraint on the type of user

In a customized code component, you can force emdve the constraint on a rule to the
user level by adding the paraméfigice = 1.The existing rule will be available now for
guestregisteredandspecial

Display an additional system message on frontend
you can display a specific message on frontenddding the parametdérontmessage="You
custom messageAPI full implementation

AlphaUserPointsHelper::newpoints{ringspluginfunction, $tringfAUPIDotheruser = "],
[stringbkeyreference = "], §tringbdata = "], [integefrandompoints = 0], pooleai$feedback =
false], [integefforce=0],[stringbfrontmessage="1);



Note: If a the operation is a points substractiba,account has to have at least the same
amount of points. If not, a notice warns the ubat he doe'snt have enough points to
complete the action (by default).

You can set up general parameter in the configamaif AlphaUserPoints, in backend
administrator to allows your users to have a negatcount.

Step 2 - XML file creation

Then we have to create an xml file to make eabkmnstallation process in the
AlphaUserPoints component.
5 elements minimum have to be filled in:

Rule name, its description, the name of the compionging that rule (com_example), the
used function name (eg: plgaup_vm_purchase) ankhsh@arameter: fixed_points to specify
if points are fixed or could change (boolean truéatse). If set to false, attributed points for
this rule would be zero and points have to be gehé api code parameter included in the
third party component (as stated in this documentat

You can add 3 others fields as the category fordleebased on 2 letters, display message for
the current user (0 or 1), and e-mail notificat{d or 1 ).

<alphauserpoints type="plugin®™:=
<rulex3hort rule name</rulex
<description>Rule description</descriptions
<COmpOnentrcom example</components
<plugin_functiDn>plgaup_functiDn_name<fplugin_functinn>
<fixed points:rtrus OR false<ffixed_pnints>
<oategoryr2 letters for category<s/cateqorys
<display_message>1<fdisplay_message>
<Email_nDtificatiDn>D<fEmail_nntificatinn>
</alphauserpoints>

This xml file has to be utf-8 encoded (requiredj aan then be zipped (not required).

Example :

<alphauserpoints type="plugin®™:=
<rulerImport article with Feedgator</rulex
<dezcriptionrAssigns points on import article with Feedgator</descriptions
<cDmpnnent>cnaneedgatDr<fcnmpnnent>
<plugin_functiDn>plgaup_impnrtfeedgatnr<fplugin_functinn>
<fixed_pnints>true<ffixed_pnints>
<oategoryrar</categorys
<displag_message>1<fdisplag_message>
<Email_nDtificatiDn>D<fEmail_nntificatinn>

</alphauserpoints>



Code list for categories :

ar -> articles

cd ->coupons

CO ->community

fo ->forums/comments
li ->links

mu -> music

ot -> other

ph -> photo

po -> polls

pu -> purchase

re ->recommend/send to a friend
sh -> shopping

su -> private

sy ->system rules

us ->users

vi ->video

NOTE :

Optionally, you can avoid this step manually biirfg all the fields in the creation of a new
rule directly in the rule manager (button new ialbar).

Plugin installation

Install the new rule (plugin) using the Pluginstbatin the AlphaUserPoints component
administration panel. The plugin installation césode completed from the 'New' menu item
in AlphaUserPoints 'Rules manager' (manualy metbothe completed from the ‘Plugins’

menu item in toolbar in AlphaUserPoints 'Rules ngenato insert the new rule with an xml
file (see above).

Using AlphaUserPoints informations in a third component
You can use easily the profil informations of arudieectly in a third component.

=> Before using a function, you must include thd APleast once in your page like this:
$api_AUP = JPATH_SITE.DS.'components'.DS.'com_alplserpoints'.DS.'helper.php’;
:{f (file_exists($api_AUP))

}

require_once ($api_AUP);



Profil informations
To get the entire profil information, just use thactiongetUserInfo() ;

Just use the referreid of AlphaUserPoints usen@jdomla ID of the user (Id of Joomla
users table).

Use the first method with the referreid to get uséwrmation profile like this :
AlphaUserPointsHelper::getUserinfo ( $referrerid;)

If you have not the referreid, you can use the iDser in second parameter like this :
$user = & JFactory::getUser();

$userid = $user->id ;

$profil = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getUserInfo ( ,$user->id ) ;

Then you can get the user informations.

$profil->name
$profil->username
$profil->registerDate
$profil->lastvisitDate
$profil->email
$profil->referreid
$profil->points
$profil->max_points
$profil->last_update
$profil->referraluser
$profil->referrees
$profil->blocked
$profil->birthdate
$profil->avatar
$profil->levelrank
$profil->leveldate
$profil->gender
$profil->aboutme
$profil->website
$profil->phonehome
$profil->phonemobile
$profil->address
$profil->zipcode
$profil->city
$profil->country
$profil->education
$profil->graduationyear
$profil->job
$profil->facebook
$profil->twitter
$profil->icq
$profil->aim
$profil->yim
$profil->msn



$profil->skype
$profil->gtalk
$profil->xfire
$profil->profileviews

Get AUP avatar of user

Display the image of avatar from AlphaUserPoints.

$avatar = AlphaUserPointsHelpergetAupAvatar( $userid, [$linktoprofil=0],[ $width=§],
[$height=48], [$class="], [$otherprofileurl="])
echo $avatar ;

if $linktoprofil set to 1, display avatar with the link to the Apiefil of this user.

Get link to AUP user profil

Get the url to show the profil of user.

$linktoAUPprofil = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getAupLikToProfil($userid);

Get link to AUP users list

Get the url to show the list of users with poirtts e

$linktoAUPusersList = AlphaUserPointsHelpergetAupUsersURL();

Get avatar Path of a user

Get the path avatar path of a specific user

$avatarPath = AlphaUserPointsHelpergetAvatarPath( $userid );

Get avatar Live Path of a user

Get the live url avatar path of a specific user

$avatarLivePath = AlphaUserPointsHelpergetAvatarLivePath( $userid );

Get the medals list of a user



$medalslistuser = getUserMedals ( $referrerid ) ;
or
$medalslistuser = getUserMedals (", $userid ) ;

return $medallistuser->id

return $medallistuser->rank (name of medal)

return $medallistuser->description (reason for aledy
return $medallistuser->icon (name file icon)

return $medallistuser->image (name file image)

Complete example to display large image of medals:

Suser = & JFactory::getUser();
Suserid = $user->id ;

if(!defined("_AUP_MEDALS PATH")) {
define('_AUP_ MEDALS _PATH', JURI::root() .
‘components’.DS.'com_alphauserpoints'.DS.'assdS.'images'.DS.'awards'.
DS ’large’.DS);

}

if('defined("_AUP_MEDALS_LIVE_PATH")) {
define('_AUP_ MEDALS _LIVE_PATH', JURI::basefue) .
‘lcomponents/com_alphauserpoints/assets/imag@sfds /large/’);

}

$medalslistuser = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getUsertiéds ( ", $userid ) ;

for each ( $medalslistuser as $medallistuser ) {

echo ‘<img src="". _AUP_ MEDALS _LIVE_PATH'.$medlistuser->image . ™

alt:"" />l ;

Get the RefferrelD of any user

$referreid = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getAnyUserRefelD( $userID );

Get the current total points of any user

Use the first method with the referreid to gettibtal of points

$totalPoints = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getCurrentTalPoints( $referrerid );

If you have not the referreid, you can use the iDser (joomla) in second parameter like

this :

10



Suser = & JFactory::getUser();
$userid = $user->id ;

$totalPoints = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getCurrentTaPoints( “, $userid );

Get the list of activities

A new function has been added in version 1.7 :

$listActivities = AlphaUserPointsHelpergetListActivity($type="all', $userid="all',
$numrows=0);

$params S$type = all | positive | negative

$params $userid = all or unique userlD

$params S$limit = int (O by default)

example-1 -> e e

example-1 -> $listActivities = AlphaUserPointsHelpgetListActivity(‘all', ‘all’);

example-1 SAME AS -> $listActivities = AlphaUserRtsHelper::getListActivity();
example-1 -> show all acivities with paginationsjive and negative points of activity for all
users

example-2 -> e e

example-2 -> $user = JFactory::getUser();

example-2 -> $userID = $user->id;

example-2 -> $listActivities = AlphaUserPointsHelpgetListActivity(‘positive’,$userlD,20);
example-2 -> show only positive points of activily the current user logged in and show
only 20 rows of recent activities

return an array or $rows

list of available fields :
insert_date

referreid

points (of this activity)
datareference
rule_name
plugin_function
category

Get the next user rank

$nextrankinfo = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getNextUsedRk($referrerid=", $userid="0',
currentrank);

return $nextrankinfo->id

11



return $nextrankinfo->rank (name of rank)

return $nextrankinfo->description (description afk)

return $nextrankinfo->levelpoints (level pointsréach this rank)
return $nextrankinfo->typerank (return 0)

return $nextrankinfo->icon (name file icon)

return $nextrankinfo->image (name file image)

Get version of AUP

$num_aup_version = AlphaUserPointsHelper::getAupgmn();

Return the current version of AlphaUserPoints like 1.7.4

AlphaUserPoints is open for third component
Create your own plugin for AlphaUserPoint !

Plugins provide functions which are associated wigger events.
Available events in AlphaUserPoints:

- onBeforelnsertUserActivityAlphaUserPoints

- onUpdateAlphaUserPoints

- onChangelevelAlphaUserPoints

- onUnlockMedalAlphaUserPoints

- onGetNewRankAlphaUserPoints

- onResetGeneralPointsAlphaUserPoints

- onBeforeDeleteUserActivityAlphaUserPoints

- onAfterDeleteUserActivityAlphaUserPoints

- onBeforeDeleteAllUserActivitiesAlphaUserPoints
- onAfterDeleteAllUserActivitiesAlphaUserPoints
- onBeforeMakeRaffleAlphaUserPoints

- onAfterMakeRaffleAlphaUserPoints

You can see the example file /plugins/alphausetpfixample_plugin_aup.php in your
Joomla directory with parameters for each functions

Version 2.0.0 of document released on August 22201
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